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Dear Mr Lins, Dear Mr Hiusling,

On behalf of Executive Vice-President Timmermans and on my own behaly, Iwould like 1o thank

vou for veur lemter of 29 July 2022 an how fo address suspicions of non-compliance in organic
proauction,

As you are aware, Regulation (EU) 2018/848 was adopted and is now in force after long
negodiations between the co-legislators over a 4-year period. The primary aim of the Regulation
was fo bring harmonisaiion o the sector and fo ensure the corrvect implementation of the

abfecrives and principles of arganic production, while creaning a level playing fleld and avold
unfair competition among operators.

The presence of residues of products and substances not allowed in organic production on
organic products was one of the crucial issues during the negoriations and the new legislarive
act reflects the common understanding thar every substantiared suspicion of contamination shali
e followed by an investigation,

Currently, we ohserve in the Organic Farming Informaiion System a rapidly increasing number
of notifications of suspicions of non-compliance with the legislation, invelving the presence of
products and substances no? allowed in organic produciion. In the vast majorily of cases, i
appears the cause of the contamination s not properly investigated and’or clarifled, casiing
uRCErtainty aver the infegrity of the organic progucts.

Within this context, addressing the presence of products or substances not alfowed in organic
proguction has become an imporfant priority. Let me re-assure you that the approach followed
iy the Commission s the one thar (s stipulared in the organic legislarion (please see the relevani
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legistarive provislons im anmex o thiy woer). Thin approach har alro beew diecusred wich
Memiber States, in the Ovganle Production Commites.

§ wonld fite ro empharise thar the Comniorion does mor ondy focur on the presence af non-
allowed swhstances amd produces. Unfortenaiely, Member S2arer do nod sufficiently mordfy other
FASET Of BOE-CEDILaRceT i .n'l.rl‘]'rgn:nl.ﬁ: me.ﬁug.l‘rg.ﬁ:rmrﬂnn Syefem, whkich preverwis f0 AGRS
Seam paking more argened acion,

Accarding fo Arficle 294 of Regulatian ELG 2005848, by 31 December 2025, the Commission
shall precent a repart fo the Ewropean Parlicment and the Council on the implementarion af tha
same Article, an the presence of products and sebatances aod allowed in arganic preduction and
an the asressmeni of the netiona! rules, Thar reporr may be accompanied, where appropriate, by

a lepivlanive proposel for further Rormwsiranion. My services are already wording os e
collection of the necemsary formanon and will purrue an aciive dialogue with the Member

Srares and the stakeholders an thie malter (s the funre

1 hape you will agree with mee that furifer devedapser of the arganic sector, s dependent an dhe
pmbﬂ:mfhfhrmgaﬂ;hga_mnmnm!aamﬂndnfﬁfg!uﬂum WA CIRRELAETE G
understandably concermed abowt obralmng valwe for momey. One of the main reasons for

purcharing argands food proguwees & the expecranon thay swek food products conrain fewer
pesticides and other peridues than orker food product. This & clear from the 2022 Special

Ewrabaromewr 310 on « Europeans, Agricairure and the CAF », according o whick 5§5% of

Europeaas believe thar arganie food pradicty comply witk specific rler on peenieldes, fertlisers
and antiblorics and §1% rhal organic food prodecty are produced wirh beifer environmenial

prachices thaa other faod products.
I prunt you find rhese clorificanons urefi! Myzell and my servicer srend ready fo provide any
Jurrker clarificanon you may reguire ond cooperate clasely with marional auwkoriides and

stakebodders to ertwre smoork famenlonteg of the marker, o pafepuard publlc rrust fa organdc
production and e fosfer e firther developmenr of the organic secior

Youwrs rincerely,

Ay,

Januer HOUCTECHORIET

Anmer: extrace of the applicable proviciee fegislarive act)
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Annex

-Aecording to Article 282} of Regulation (ELD) 2018/848, the presence of a product o
substance nol authorizsed by the organic legislation for use in erganic production gives
vise to a suspicion of nor-compliance.

-According to Article 27(c) and Article 28¢2), paint (c), of said Regulation, the product
that iz the subject of the suspicion of non-complianee shall not be placed on the marker
as an organic or in-conversion product and not be uzed in organic production unless the
suspicion can be eliminated.

-Aecording to Article 27, points {d) and fe), and Article 28{2) points (d) and {e), of said
Regulation, where the suspicion has been substantiated or where it cannot be eliminated,
the operator shall immediately inform the relevant compeleni authority, or, were
appropriate, the relevant control authority or contrel bady, provide it with available

elemenis, and cooperate fully in identifving and verifying the reasons for the presence of
non-autharized products or substances.

-According to Article 43 of said Regulation, competent authorities shall share
immediately information with other competent authorities, as well as with the
Commission, on any suspicion of non-compliance that affects the integrity of organic or
in-conversion products.

-Aecording to Article 29 (1), point [a), of zaid Regulation, an official investigation shall
be carried out immediately with a view fo determining the source and the cause of the
presence  of non-allowed products or substances when the authorities receive
substantiated information about the presence of products or substances that are not

authonised for use in organic production

-Aecording to Article 2901}, point (B}, of zaid Repulation, the placing on the market of
the producits that are the subject of the investigation as organic oF IN-CONVErsion

products and their use in organic production shall be prohibited pending the results of
the investigation.



